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ACADEMIC POSITIONS

Wesleyan University






 

Jeremey Zwelling Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies, 

July, 2017–present
Religion Department 

Core Faculty, Jewish Studies 





July, 2017–present
Jewish Museum Berlin 

Jewish Religion Exhibition Curator, New Permanent 
    August, 2015–July, 2017
Exhibition Project

University of Toronto



           
Instructor, Religion Department 



           
Spring 2015
EDUCATION

University of Toronto 




           

Ph.D., Department for the Study of Religion 



 November, 2016
Jewish Studies Program Certificate 

                            
 November, 2016
Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
M.A., Political Science and the Center for German Studies, 

 June, 2011
summa cum laude 

                         



B.A. Philosophy, Political Science and Economics (PPE), 

 June, 2008
Amirim Honors Program in Humanities, magna cum laude


                         
 

PUBLICATIONS

Articles in Refereed Journals

“From Aher to Marcion: Martin Buber’s Understanding of Gnosis.” Jewish Studies 

Quarterly 20.4 (2013): 374-397.

“Revelation and Anti-Theology in the Thought of Martin Buber.” Identities: Journal of 

Jewish Culture and Identity 3 (2013): 61-74 (Hebrew).
Refereed Book Chapters

“Oy Tannenbaum, Oy Tannenbaum!: The Role of a Christmas Tree in a Jewish 
Museum.” In The Public Work of Christmas: Difference and Belonging in Multicultural Societies, eds. Pamela Klassen and Monique Scheer, 142-160. Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2019.
German translation: “Oy Tannenbaum, Oy Tannenbaum!: Zur Rolle des 
Weihnachtsbaums in einem jüdischen Museum.” In Der Unterschied, den Weihnachten macht: Differenz und Zugehörigkeit in multikulturellen Gesellschaften, eds. Monique Scheer and Pamela Klassen, trans. Christian Marchetti, 171-191. Tübingen: Tübinger Vereinigung für Volkskunde, 2019.

“What Hope Remains? Leo Baeck as a Reader of Job.” In Hope, eds. Ingolf U. 

Dalferth and Marlene A. Block, 353-368. Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2016.

“Martin Buber’s Dialogical Humanism.” In Jewish-Israeli Political Thought, 

eds. Dan Avnon and David Feuchtwanger, 256-278. Jerusalem: Magnes University Press, 2016 (Hebrew).
“Über den Makom: Exil und Schöpfung im Werk Barbara Honigmanns.” In Kurz hinter 
der Wahrheit und dicht neben der Lüge, eds. Amir Eshel and Yfaat Weiss, 95-112. Munich: Fink, 2013.

Book Reviews 

Steffi de Jong, The Witness as Object: Video Testimony in Memorial Museums (New 
York: Berghahn Books, 2018), Reading Religion (2018). http://readingreligion.org/books/witness-object 
Maurice-Ruben Hayoun, Leo Baeck: Repräsentant des liberalen Judentums (Darmstadt:

Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 2015), Medaon: Magazin für jüdisches Leben in Forschung und Bildung 21 (2017) (German). 

https://www.medaon.de/de/artikel/maurice-ruben-hayoun-leo-baeck-repraesentant-des-liberalen-judentums/ 
W. John Morgan and Alexandre Guilherme, Buber and Education: Dialogue as Conflict 
Resolution (New York: Routledge, 2014), Diogenes 243-244 (July-December 2013): 241-249. (French, trans. Brigitte Rollet). 
English version: Diogenes 61.3 (2017): 167-171.

Judith Butler, Parting Ways: Jewishness and the Critique of Zionism (New York: 

Columbia University Press, 2012), Studies in Religion/Sciences Religieuses 42.3 (2013): 384-6.

Willi Goetschel, The Discipline of Philosophy and the Invention of Modern Jewish 
Thought (New York: Fordham University Press, 2013), Symposia 5 (2013): 38-40. https://symposia.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/symposia/article/view/20838/17033 
Diana Lobel, The Quest for God and the Good (New York: Columbia University Press, 

2011), University of Toronto Journal of Jewish Thought 3 (2012). 
https://tjjt.cjs.utoronto.ca/volume-3-2013/ 
Books in progress
Jewish Fantasies of Empire: Leo Baeck and the Task of a Minority (monograph 

manuscript)

The Challenge of Covenantal Thinking: Essays on the Theology and Philosophy of David 
Novak. Co-edited with Paul Nahme, under contract, University of Toronto Press. 
Articles and chapters in progress 
“Indigenizing the Jewish Museum.” Comparative Studies in Society and History, 

submitted for review.
“Romantic Politics in the Thought of Gustav Landauer and Leo Baeck.” In The Skepsis 
and Antipolitics of Gustav Landauer, eds. Libera Pisano and Cedric Cohen-Skalli,  submitted for review at Brill press.

Co-authored with Paul Nahme, “Covenantal Thinking in the Post-Polemic Age.” In The 
Challenge of Covenantal Thinking: Essays on the Theology and Philosophy of David Novak, eds. Paul Nahme and Yaniv Feller, under contract, University of Toronto Press.

LECTURES AND PRESENTATIONS

Invited Lectures 
“Silencing the Torah in Museums.” Making Promises: Oaths, Treaties, and Covenants in 
Multi-Jurisdictional and Multi-Religious Societies. Virtually, November 2020.

“Romantic Politics in the Thought of Gustav Landauer and Leo Baeck.” International 
Conference for the 100th Anniversary of Gustav Landauer´s Death. Haifa, November 2019.
“Native and Wandering Jews.” Museums, Religion, and the Work of Reconciliation & 
Remembrance. Berlin, May 2019.
Film presentation: The Museum, Association for Jewish Studies annual conference. 
Boston, December 2018.

“Gebetbücher als Ausstellungsobjekte.” Jüdische Liturgie course, Freie Universität 
Berlin, June 2017.
“A Portrait of Leo Baeck.” Sites of Memory: Religion, Multiculturalism, and the 
Demands of the Past workshop. Toronto, September 2016.

“‘O Tannenbaum, ‘O Tannenbaum’: The Role of a Christmas Tree in a Jewish Museum.” 
Christmas in the Multicultural City workshop. Tübingen, December 2015 

“New Marcionism? Jewish Reflections on Notger Slenczka’s Recent Work.” Thinking 
(in) the Present workshop. Berlin, November 2015.

“Sayed Kashua’s Multiple Exiles.” Bamidbar journal workshop. Toronto, May 2015.
“The Covenant after Auschwitz: Reflections on Novak and Fackenheim.” Rethinking the 
Covenant: Engagements with the Theology of David Novak. Toronto, September 2014.

“On the Makom: Places, Exile, and Creation in the Work of Barbara Honigmann.” 
International Conference on the Work of Barbara Honigmann. Jerusalem, 
October 2011.

Conference Papers

“Persecution and the Art of Writing History: A Contested Manuscript by Leo Baeck.”


Association for Jewish Studies annual conference. Virtually. December, 2020.
“Negotiating Jewish Memory between Synagogue and Museum.” American Academy of 
Religion annual conference. Denver, November 2018.

“Communal Duty: Leo Baeck’s Philosophy, 1933-1943.” Association for Jewish Studies 
annual conference. Boston, December, 2017.

“The First Reformer of the Church? Leo Baeck on the Marcionite Origins of 
Protestantism.” 500 Years of Reformation: Jews and Protestants – Judaism and Protestantism. Jerusalem, February 2017. 

“The Epistemology of (Jewish) Essence.” How Jews Know: Epistemologies of Jewish 
Knowledge conference. Berlin, June 2015.
 “Against Marcionism: Leo Baeck’s Covert Dialogue with Harnack.” Association for 
Jewish Studies annual conference. Baltimore, December 2014.

“Debating Essences: Leo Baeck’s Critique of Adolf Harnack and the Study of Religion.” 
American Academy of Religion annual conference. San Diego, November 2014.

“Election and Suffering: Leo Baeck’s Jewish Hope after the Shoah.” Claremont Annual 
Philosophy of Religion Conference. Theme: Hope: Re-examinations of an Elusive Phenomenon. Claremont, February 2014. 

“Leo Baeck’s Colonial Fantasy.” Association for Jewish Studies annual conference. 
Boston, December 2013.

“Out of the Sources of Judaism: Judith Butler and the Jewish Tradition.” American 
Academy of Religion annual conference. Baltimore, November 2013. 

“The Language of Prayer: Abraham Geiger and the Prayer Book Reform in Germany.” 
Modern Language Association annual conference. Boston, January 2013.

“The Search for a Jewish Essence in Twentieth-Century Germany.” Midwest Jewish 
Studies Association annual conference. Toronto, October 2012.

“Essence and Apologetics: A Dialogue between Franz Rosenzweig and Leo Baeck.” 
International Rosenzweig Society congress. Toronto, September 2012.  

“Revelation and Anti-Theology in the Thought of Martin Buber.” Phenomenology of 
Faith conference. Van Leer Institute Jerusalem, August 2010. 

Presentations to Community Groups, Schools, and Non-Academic Organizations

“A Leader in Dark Times: The Life and Work of Leo Baeck.” Congregation Kol 
Haverim. Glastonbury CT, March 2019.   

“Civil Disobedience and the Jewish Tradition.” The Bayit, Wesleyan University. 
Middletown, November 2018.

“Environmental Justice and Climate Refugees.” Science Hall, Wesleyan University. 
Middletown, April 2018.

Film presentation: The Women’s Balcony. The Ring Family Wesleyan University Israeli 
Film Festival. Middletown, March 2018. 

“Before the Law: Modern Jewish Philosophy.” The Bayit, Wesleyan University. 
Middletown, March 2018.

“Human, All Too Human: A Night on the Mount of Olives.” Tikkun Shavuot, 
Fraenkelufer Synagogue. Berlin, May 2017.

“Die Notwendigkeit und Grenze des jüdisch-christlichen Gesprächs.” London West 
German Lutheran congregation. London, November 2014. 

“What Shall We Do with Our Heretics?” First Narayever Congregation. 
Toronto, February 2013.

“Martin Buber’s Dialogical Humanism.” Tikkun Shavuot. Miles Nadal Jewish 
Community Centre, Toronto, May 2012.

“Zur politischen Lage in Israel.” Lecture to German theology students going for a year 
abroad in Israel. Leipzig, February 2011.

“Don’t Mention the War! A Different History of Germany.” Lecture to Israeli volunteers 
at the Action Reconciliation Service for Peace (Aktion Sühnezeichen Friedensdienste). Jerusalem, June 2010 (Hebrew).
GRANTS AND AWARDS

Center for the Humanities Fellowship, Wesleyan University
           Spring 2022

Humboldt Research Fellowship for Postdoctoral Researchers, 
           Spring 2021

Tübingen University
Service-Learning Initiative Grant, Wesleyan University 


2018-2019

Naim S. Mahlab Ontario Government Scholarship in Jewish Studies,
2015-2016


Government of Ontario, Canada

Leo Baeck Fellowship, Studienstiftung des deutschen Volkes and

2014-2015

the Leo Baeck Institute London

Ontario Trillium Scholarship, Government of Ontario, Canada

2011-2015

Granovsky-Gluskin Graduate Scholarship in Jewish Studies,

2014-2015



Centre for Jewish Studies, University of Toronto

Forum Humanum Claremont Conference Grant, Udo Keller 

Feb.   2014


Stiftung
Tanenbaum Graduate Scholarship, Centre for Jewish Studies,

2013-2014


University of Toronto

Shiff Family Graduate Student Award, Centre for Jewish Studies,

2012-2013


University of Toronto

Molly Spitzer Award for the Study of Judaism, Religion Department,
2011-2013


University of Toronto (won twice consecutively)

Shier Family Award, Centre for Jewish Studies, 



2011-2012

University of Toronto

Study Abroad Scholarship, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

2010-2011

Shoshana and Milton Shier Jewish Political Thought Scholarship,

2009-2010

Gilo Center for Citizenship, Democracy, and Civic Education, 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Research Grant for the Project “Homeward Bound? The Role of Zion 
2009-2010

in Contemporary German-Jewish Literature,” Center for 
German Studies, Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Berlin Stipend, Erinnerung, Verantwortung, Zukunft


2008-2009

Stiftung, Germany

Klagenfurt German language study scholarship, Center for


 July, 2008
Austrian Studies, Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Vienna German language study scholarship, Center for                    July-August, 2006
Austrian Studies, Hebrew University of Jerusalem 



 Amirim Honors Program in the Humanities Fellowship,
2004-2007

Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
TEACHING AND RELATED EXPERIENCE

Wesleyan University
RELI151: What is Religion? The Apocalypse, First Amendment, and Sacred Trash


     (co-taught with Peter Gottschalk)

RELI 201: Introduction to the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament)
RELI 203: Jews & Judaism: Race, Religion, Culture
RELI 213: Refugees & Exiles: Religion in the Diaspora

      Radio shows available for listening on https://reli213.site.wesleyan.edu/ 

RELI 216: Jesus through Jewish Eyes (First Year Seminar)
RELI 272: Ethics after the Holocaust
Undergraduate theses advised:


Sophie Brett-Chin, “Girl in Progress,” 



English Department (creative non-fiction), 2019.
University of Toronto
Jewish-Christian Dialogues
      
             

    
Advanced Modern Hebrew





SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION
Associate editor, The University of Toronto Journal of Jewish Thought 
  2012-2014

Events and Sessions Organized

“Intersectionalities in Jewish Thought” seminar 

                    December, 2015

Association for Jewish Studies annual Conference, Boston 

(with Santiago Slabodsky and Larisa Reznik) 

“Rethinking the Covenant: Engagements with the Theology

        September, 2014

of David Novak” International Conference at the 
University of Toronto (with Paul Nahme and Randi Rashkover)

“Intersections of Jewish and Postcolonial Thought” panel,  

         December, 2013

Association of Jewish Studies annual conference, Boston  

UNIVERSITY SERVICE, WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

Annual Best Paper in Jewish Studies Award (with Dalit Katz)

  2018-present

Events Organized
Adam Stern, “Hannah Arendt’s ‘Total Domination’,” College
           February, 2020

of Letters’ Master Class (with Ulrich Plass)

Marc Dollinger, “Black Power, Jewish Politics,” Jeremy Zwelling           November, 2019

Annual Lecture (with Dalit Katz) 


             
 
Sarah Imhoff, “Manliness and Its Opposites: A Brief History of
                 April, 2019 
American Jewish Gender,” Jeremy Zwelling Annual Lecture 
(with Dalit Katz) 
Susannah Heschel Skype conversation: Jewish Feminism


     April, 2019

Reading Group (with Mary-Jane Rubenstein) 

David Rieff, “In Praise of Forgetting,” Jeremy Zwelling 

         November, 2018

Annual Lecture (with Dalit Katz) 

LANGUAGES

Hebrew: native speaker 

German: fluent

Aramaic: basic reading
